
ed by Mansella on the same day. At first the patient was in great fear
lest hemorrhage should again recur ; but seeing the aneurismal tumor di-
minish sensibly in size, his fortitude returned. On the 24th of April,
the ligature came away, the wound gradually united, the suppuration di-
minished, and on the 14th of May he was discharged from the hospital
perfectly cured."*

FRACTURE OF THE LOWER JAW AT THE SYMPHYSIS

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.
Sir—An accident of this nature is so seldom met with in piactice, that,
when it does happen, it may not be thought unworthy of notice in a

Medical Journal. The case here described is probably the one to
which allusion was made in your 7th No. in connection with a similar
case from a foreign journal.

J. G. a man about 30 years of age, while leading his horse to the wa-

tering trough, in the winter of 1831, received a violent blow from the
hind foot of the animal, directly in the hollow of the chin. On exami-
nation, the bone at the symphysis was found denuded by the steel, and
the fracture was at once detected. The division took place exactly be-
tween the two incisors, and was continued perpendicularly through the
jaw, one side of which was somewhat depressed. The fragments were

easily replaced, and kept in apposition by confining the under to the
upper jaw, with a bandage. A perfect reunion did not, however,
take place short of six or seven weeks, by reason of the efforts made in
swallowing his food, which he sucked between his teeth, and his uncon-
trollable disposition to talk ; or, in other words, he would not " hold his
jaw." Yours, &.c.

D.Kellogg.Thomaston, Me. Sept. 26, 1836.Thomaston, Me. Sept. 26, 1836.

SECRET REMEDIES

[From an excellent Inaugural Address to the new " College of Physi-
cians and Surgeons of the City of Lexington," Ky. by Charles Cald-
well, M.D. President of the College, we select the following just remarks
on the subject of nostrums. Other extracts will hereafter be given.]

The modes in which our profession is demoralized and dishonored by
its members, are numerous. A want of time, however, forbids me to do
more than make a passing reference to a few of them.

The first of them I shall notice is the practice of dealing in secrets
and nostrums. Under whatever form, in whatever manner this device
may be employed, it is quackery, and should be frowned on and de-
nounced by the members of the College. Nor should any companion-
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ship, social or professional, be held with those by whom it is pursued.
It is the product of ignorance, heartless illiberality, or fraudulent arti-
fice. In the two former cases, it is contemptible ; and, in the latter, no
better than deliberate swindling. It is much worse ; for, in addition to

feloniously taking possession of money, it discourages knowledge and
itnpedes its progress, inculcates falsehood and perpetuates prejudice.
Nor is this all. Admitting that a physician has really made a valuable
discovery in the treatment of disease ; is he justifiable in concealing it,
for his own exclusive pecuniary benefit, and the relief of those alone who
become his patients? Assuredly he is not. In its true spirit and bear-
ing, medicine is a social profession—an institution of benevolence and
conscience, rather than of self. The concealment referred to, therefore,
is a conspiracy with disease ; if not to aid it, at least to connive at its rav-

ages, and give them scope, when they might be mitigated or arrested.
And that is criminal. He who deliberately conceals a remedy or mode
of treatment, that might prevent death, is hut little better, if better at all,
than an accessory to homicide. As such he deserves reprobation, not to
say some form of punishment by law. Felons have been transported,
and have even expired on the gibbet, for crimes much less inhuman and
prejudicial to society. One of the most mischievous and reprehensible
practices of our government, is its giving countenance and aid to nos-

trum-mongers and impostors, by granting them patents for the preparation
and sale of their concoctions and mixtures. As well might it give pub-
lic sanction to any other form of outrage on morality and truth. In some

respects at least the granting of authority to counterfeit bank notes
would be less pernicious. That would neither destroy human life direct-
ly, nor render remedial complaints incurable ; while patent compounds
frequently do both. This desecration of governmental authority should
be condemned and protested against, not only by all educated physicians,
but by every enlightened individual in the nation. The medical asso-
ciations of the United States in particular, and our College as one of
them, ought not to regard such an evil with indifference. To deprive
quackery in this form of the countenance of government, would do some-

thing toward its entire extinction.

BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL

BOSTON, OCTOBER 5, 1836

DUNGLISON'S GENERAL THERAPEUTICS.*

In this work Dr. Dunglison eminently sustains the high reputation al-
ready acquired by his invaluable works on physiology, hygiene, &c. of
being a physician of extensive literary as well as professional acquire-

*General Therapeutics, or Principles of Medical Practice, with Tables of the chief Remedial Agents
and their Properties, and the different Poisons and their Antidotes. By Robley Dunglison, M.D.Philadelphia, 1836.
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